
Rome Part 2

The Rise of 
Christianity



essential questions
How did Christianity become established in the 

Roman empire?

What were the essential beliefs of the early 

Christian faith?

How and why did Christianity spread?



Origins of Christianity



Where did Christianity originate? 

Judea (Canaan) in present day Israel. 

**Same area as Judaism!

What religion did Christianity stem from? 

Judaism - starts as a Jewish sect and is not called 

“Christianity” at this time



Founder
Who was the founder of Christianity?

Jesus of Nazareth

He was proclaimed the “Christos” 

which means? 

“Messiah” or “savior” in Greek



Beliefs, Customs, and 
Traditions



*Monotheistic- belief in only one God
-will challenge polytheism in the 
Roman Empire 

*Belief in salvation in the afterlife
-salvation not offered by Roman 
religion, appealing, gives hope

*Jesus is the son and incarnation of God
Holy Trinity- Father, Son, Holy Spirit

*New Testament- contains the life and 
teachings of Jesus as well as writings of 
early Christians



How did 
Christianity

spread?



The Apostles, especially Paul and 
Peter, spread Christian beliefs 
throughout the Roman Empire

-Roman roads were safer for 
travel, and this helped to 
spread their beliefs.

Persecution by Roman authorities 
caused the spread of Christianity 
to slow down.

-people being killed for being 
Christian



Edict of Milan: Emperor 
Constantine will adopt and legalize 
Christianity in the Roman Empire.

Emperor Theodosius will make 
Christianity the official religion of 
the Roman Empire.









How did the 
Christian 

Church 
impact 
Rome?



The Christian Church became an 
example of moral authority over 
the people

Loyalty to the Church became 
more important than loyalty to 
the emperor

The Christian Church became the 
main unifying force in Western 
Europe



How did the following people influence the 
development of christianity 

as a new religion?



Jesus of Nazareth
-Started original teachings 
of the Church

-Did good works

-Performed miracles



The Jews
were divided between those who 
believed Jesus was the promised 
“Messiah”, and those who 
believed his teachings were 
blasphemy (Sanhedrin).

Those who believed Jesus was 
the “Messiah” would become a 
sect of Judaism that would 
eventually become Christianity.



Pontius Pilate

-Sentenced Jesus to death

-Accused Jesus of defying 
Rome



The Apostle Peter
-One of the 12 Apostles 
of Jesus

-Led the spread of 
Jesus’ teachings 
throughout Rome

-Traveled to Rome and 
became the first bishop 
and is considered the 
first Pope



How did each of the following help to promote 
the spread of christianity?

https://www.you

tube.com/watch

?v=AvFl6UBZL

v4



Pax romana
Due to the safe roads, travel 
and the spread of ideas 
were made much easier.

Having a common language such as Greek 
or Latin helped spread Christianity 
because they allowed the Christian 
teachings to be easily understood.

Because the Pax Romana was a period of 
peace, peaceful times helped new ideas 
spread, especially ones that promoted 
peacefulness.



Paul
• Interpreted and spread 

Jesus’ teachings (never 
met Jesus)

• Welcomed all converts
• Encouraged Christians 

to accept converts 
(Paul was a convert)

• Paul was originally an enemy of 
Christianity, but had a vision of 
Jesus that caused his 
conversion.  

• He wrote 13 letters are in the 
Bible.



Constantine
• Roman Emperor who became a Christian in 312 CE.
• Ended Christian persecution with the Edict of Milan.

• Basically, made it so it wasn’t against the law to practice Christianity



Theodosius

• Made Christianity the official religion of 

the Roman Empire in 380 CE
• Opened the way to ban competing religions


